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Kotor and Thé&otorBay

Kotor Bay
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1979 Due to its unusual look, exceptional cultural and natural features the bay is often called Europe’s
southernmost fjord, but in fact it's a submerged river canyon. The bay is composed of 4 smalleFibals

Herceg Novi, Risan and Kotor bay. The narst\part of the bay, Verige strait, divides it into the inner and

outer part. Boka Bay glows with amazing calmness and peace.

Located between the Adriatic Sea and the vide limestone area the region of Boka Kotorska is under a strong
influence of Mediterraean and Mountain climate. That special climate blend creates a distinguilited
Mediterranean climate quite different from other part of Montenegrin coast. Unique feature for Boka is

the early spring when all surrounding mountains are still covered svidw while the coast flourishes with
Mediterranean trees and flowers in blossom. During the winter one can enjoy the pleasant sun and calm
weather on the coast while to the mountains and snow takes just 1 hour of slow drive. Along the whole

coast line othe bay exist the rich distribution of Mediterranean, continental and exotic vegetation such as
laurels, palms, olivérees, orange and lemon trees, pomegranatedra > | 3 @Sax OF YSEt Al &

The bay has been inhabited since antiquity and has someweslérved medieval towns. The picturesque
towns of Kotor, Risan, Tivat, Perast and Herceg Novi along with their natural surroundings are major tourist
attractions.The waves of the sea whisper the stories about great rulers, noble families, famous saptain

and sailors of the Boka bay. This bay was a great shelter of many rulers since ancient times, who
contributed the establishing of settlements by building their palaces, summer residences, churches,
harbours and shipyards.

4 OAOAI M@ Aihed 18 Juf 1
85310 Budva, MontenegroTel: +382 (0)119 110,+382 (0)67 733 177, Fax: +382 (0)33 402 115
E-mail: info@adrialine.me,Web: www.adrialine.me



dria

Line

Kotor

Surrounded by mountains ranging fror@@0m to 1700m high, situated at the eastern tip of Kotor Bay,

lies the picturesque city of Kotor. Its citgre is the best preserved, of the cities along Montenegrin

coast, rich in medieval monuments. Kotor walled medieval-agntre, with its winding, narrow little

streets, squares and small churches, appears on the UNESCO World Heritage List. Of its religious monu
ments, the most notable is the Catihal of Saint Typhoon, dating from the 12th centufptor medieval
city-walls extend all the way up to the St. Ivan Fortress, soma2é0ove sedevel,although the climb up

is a bit tiring, the splendid panoramic view obtained over the city and thdevkotor Bay maleit

worthwhile. Mt. Lovcen, at.754m, is the highest peaf the range surrounding Kotorh& Lovcen

National Park can be reached via an 18km long, steep and winding road.

The old town of Kotor is among the best preserved medieval tavah®nly in Montenegro but in this part
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between the 12th and 14th century is also preserved. Narrow streets and squares, many valuable
monuments of medieal architecture were some of the reasons why UNESCO put Kotor on the list of the
world natural and cultural heritage. The cultural heritage of Kotor, the architectural styles and the unique
position of the town that is harmonized completely with the sumdings make Kotor a special town. The
fortifications in Kotor are considered to be of international significance. The walls are 4.5 km long; in some
places they are 20 m high anell® m thick. Building started on the walls during the lllyrian period and
continued until the 18th century.Today, one may enter Kotor through the three town gates, of which the

main one is the Sea Gate that dates from the 16th century. The gate is surrounded by massive stone blocks
and stone pillars also made of massive storeekd. On the right side there is a Gothic relief showing Christ
with the Holy Mother of God, while on the left side are St. Triphoon and a model of the town.

The Old Town of Kotor is the centre of the lively nightlife in Kotor, with plenty of restaucaf¢s, and bars
to enjoy. The colorful summer festivals and concerts in Kotor attract visitors from many countries.
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Perast

Perast is an old town in Montenegro, located at onéhaf most beautiful bays in the world Boka Bay. The
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Heritage Site". Its valuable monuments, churches, chapels, slenderdvedrs, the City Museum, exquisite

palaces, balconies and coats of arms have all beerpreslerved. Perast is truly a jewel of Montenegro

and Mediterranean, with its cultural heritage, medal architecture and fantastic surrounding scenery.

During the winter, it is protected from the northern winds, turned towards the sun and the sea, while a
comfortable breeze from Verige helps cool down the town during the heat of the summer.

At the end & 15th century, Perast became strategically important place for defending both the bay and
town of Kotor and it had a complete economic and political autonomy. The town was governed by a
captain who had both military and civil authority and was electedifamong respectable citizens. Citizens
of Perast could freely trade, with considerable tax exemptions, on the territory of the Venetian Republic.
Many seamen from Perast became captains of the great Venetian warships and earned the honor of
guarding thestandard of St. Mark on admiral ships, during the battles which Venice fought against the
Turks. The people of Perast proved their seafaring skills and courage in numerous naval battles against
pirates who did not spare their town either.

Two picturegjue islets stand guard before it. The natural islet of St. George houses a 17th century church of
the same name, as well as the Perast cemetery, dating from 1886, and an ancient Benedictine abbey, from
the 12th century. This secretive islet, oxgnmown with dense vegetation and slender cypress trees could

have, perhaps, served as the inspiration for the painting The Island of the Dead by Swiss painter Bocklin.
Not far away from it, lies the mamade islet, Our Lady of the Rocks, with a sailors' votive eskgrthe

same name. The islet was built by constant heaping up of stones that started in the middle of the 15th
century, on the 22nd of July, 1452, to be more exact, and has been going on, to some extent, to this day.
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Risan

Risan is located irhe innermost portion of the bay hE settlement was protected from the interior by
inaccessible limestone cliffs of the Orjen Mountain, the highest rafigastern Adriatic, and through

several following narrow straits in the Bay of Kotor from the open sea. While the Krivosije karsts plateau
that hangs steep above the narrow shores of Risan bay receives over 5000 mm rain annually (European
record), severastrong karsts springs that form a short brook collect in the narrow cultivable belt at Risan.

Risan is th@ldest town in the Bay of Kotoit,belongs to the oldest lllyric settlements on the Montenegrin
coast. The earliest mention of the town dates bazkhe 4th century BC. The original Risan was located on
the northern side of the Carina field under the Gradina, while the Roman town was expanding towards the
sea on the right bank of the river Spilja. It is assumed that a larger part of the town essagsinking into

the sea in the disastrous earthquake at the end of the#beginning of the 8 century.

Today archeological findings speak about the pompous palaces, walls and squares of this town.

Of speciainterest are the excavated remairof avilla near the road RisaNiksic, from the 2 century AD.
Four of its five rooms are decorated with mosaics. On one of them there is the figuypds$] God of
sleep, procumbentthe only preserved depiction of this God in a mosaic. The other mogsaics a
geometric character, comb@d with herbal and floral motif

Today Risan is a small port with rdwyg 3500 inhabitants (In 1900a@und 5000 inhabitants) where logs
from the vast virgin forests of the Bijela gora are shipped mostly to Italy. Rigdausist destination that
has a hotel called after its most famous citizen, Queen Teuta. The Risan Beach is situated on the part of the
coast between Risan and Strp. It is a pebbly beach, 1000 m long, 10 namddesry convenient for
medicl tourism am recreation.
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